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it. I think the goals had been 
coming for a while. I was a bit      
frustrated, but I had to keep           
positive. The team was doing really 
well, and Dan (Whitehall) had got 
his goals and I found myself out of 
the team. I’d come on into games 
and hit the post a couple of times, 
so it was more relief to be honest.”

The images, including the one on 
page five, and of the somersault, 
The images, including the one on 
page five, and of the somersault, 
could prove to be iconic and     
memorable moments if the          
campaign turns into a successful 
one for the club. Feeling the       
emotion of Elliott on the wall      
celebrating his goal, with the     
emotions of the Britcon Stand 
behind is one that will remain there 
for all to see.

“I felt it at the time. You feel the     “I felt it at the time. You feel the     
togetherness when we are playing 
here. The boys are all pushing in 
the same direction. There’s a really 
good feeling around the place at 
the minute and you get an EFL feel 
to the games, with the excitement, 
the noise and the atmosphere.”

The start of the season resulted in The start of the season resulted in 
the team line-up being either Elliott 
or Danny Whitehall, with the former 
given the nod to start on the      
opening day. With the Iron drawing, 
the substitution was made and it 
was Whitehall who ended up with 
the matchwinner. That meant that 
Elliott was on the sidelines going 
forward, and with the former         
Eastleigh man continuing his 
streak in front of goal, it’s the 
former Boreham Wood forward 
who has had to bide his time.

“Me and Dan have always had a 
good relationship. I think that he’s a 
“Me and Dan have always had a 
good relationship. I think that he’s a 
top player and we both have         
different qualities that compliment 
each other. Unfortunately, the 
gaffer chose a formation that - I 
think suits the team really well - but 
only provides for one striker down 
the middle. 

“I’ve been given a slightly different “I’ve been given a slightly different 
role since Bank Holiday Monday 
and hopefully I impressed the 
gaffer and did it quite well.        
Hopefully we can have more time 
with us both on the pitch. I’m just 
delighted to be back on the pitch, 
be involved in a team doing well, 
playing a part in the team.

“I’ve always said to myself, and   
publicly, that my best position is a 
number nine, but I’m more than 
happy to play a slightly different 
role. I have qualities that can lend 
to coming in from out wide. We’re 
in a team that keeps a lot of the 
ball, and that allows me to not   
necessarily be pinned out wide.”

Elliott came in last season and    Elliott came in last season and    
experienced the lows that came 
with being involved in relegation to 
the National League North. Now 
part of a team that’s made a        
successful start, he described             
the differences at the club from 
only a few months ago.only a few months ago.

“It’s like night and 
day. It was very,
very tough coming in
last season with the
problems that were here
- more problems than I
thought there were inthought there were in
terms of it being a
much bigger task
than I thought
it was.
We



were stuck in a rutt, and so far this 
season we’ve done a really good 
job collectively to turn that around. 
That goes from the bottom to the 
top. As a group, we drew a line 
under last season and it now feels 
like a new club with the spirit 
around the place, the                     
togetherness, the confidence and 
the effort that everyone is putting 
in. Everyone is driving in the same 
             direction and pushing         
                 together. Momentum is
                  a key word.”

                   While United were 
                    stuck with a losing 
                   While United were 
                    stuck with a losing 
                       habit last season, 
                         having suffered a  
                         first defeat of the  
                       season at Curzon, 
                       the perfect response 
                      was needed - and                       was needed - and 
                   delivered - 30 hours 
                   later against 
                   Scarborough.

                   “I said it after the game 
                       against Curzon 
                               Ashton when I 
                                    spoke to the                                     spoke to the 
                                         media, it
                                            worked 

perfectly for us having that game 
here on Bank Holiday Monday be-
cause we didn’t have any time to 
dwell on it. We were able to get 
straight back to our home, straight 
back to winning ways and I was 
very confident that we’d do so.

“I think, even if it was in the          
opposite order, I still think we 
would have done so. I think we’re 
in a position now where the group 
is buying into what we’re being 
told. We believe in ourselves and 
each other.

”When I came in, I was one of 12 ”When I came in, I was one of 12 
or 13 players that arrived, 
and we didn’t necessarily 
know each other in terms of 
trusting them in those high-
pressure moments on the pitch. 
At the minute, being full time 
and being in-and-around each and being in-and-around each 
other and being in each other’s 
pockets each day, you learn 
to trust people a lot more and 
learn more about people. It 
pays dividends on a Saturday 
when you’re all pulling in the
same direction.”same direction.”

Elliott reserved his final 
comments of the interview for
they supporters. He’s aiming to
assist in putting right the

wrongs of last season, and 
wants to be part of providing 
some more positive days this 
season.

Speaking on the backing, he Speaking on the backing, he 
continued: “You notice it and it 
pushes you on. You can see it 
massively. In terms of the clubs 
I’ve been at - I’ve played in the 
EFL, played for Hartlepool and 
Port Vale - and this is probably 
the biggest club I’ve played for in 
terms of the support. You see 
what it means to so many
          people. When you speak 
           to people and see how 
          much it means to them,  
       and how you can make their 
             weekend or week, it 
                   drives you on even 
             weekend or week, it 
                   drives you on even 
                      more. You can see 
                           the passion that 
          they              give, and it 
          means the world to us,  
          especially when we’re 
           going away to places. It’s            going away to places. It’s 
           felt like we’re in home 
          games most of the time 
       with the support.

      “Even though we lost at       “Even though we lost at 
Curzon, the fans were still 
behind us. They can see that the 
effort is there, and they believe 
in us, which is massive.”





JAMES MOODY SKYDIVING TO RAISE 
FUNDS FOR LINDSEY LODGE HOSPICE

Scunthorpe United media,     Scunthorpe United media,     
ticketing and retail manager 
James Moody is once again 
raising money for Lindsey 
Lodge Hospice, this time taking 
part in a 15,000 feet plunge out 
of a plane.

Having taken part in the hospice's Having taken part in the hospice's 
annual Jog on January for the past 
two years, he's swapping fitness 
for adrenaline and will be            
journeying to Hibaldstow Skydive 
on Wednesday September 6th to 
take part in the challenge.

The 30-year old charity provides The 30-year old charity provides 
free of charge specialist care for 
patients with life limiting illnesses 
from North Lincolnshire, including 
symptom management, emotional 
support and end of life care and 
relies heavily on fundraising and 
donations to operate their 
day-to-day care.

FINAL CHANCE TO DONATE -    
SKYDIVE TAKES PLACE TOMORROW 
MORNING
Speaking ahead of the challenge, Speaking ahead of the challenge, 
James said: "It’s now just hours 
away and I’d like to thank            
everyone who has donated, 
whether it’s been £1 or £100, I 
know the money is going to a      
fanastic cause. 

“Although apprehensive, this is “Although apprehensive, this is 
one off my personal bucket list, but 
I'm delighted to be completing it in          
association with a charity which is 
definitely close to my heart.

”Lindsey Lodge Hospice do an ”Lindsey Lodge Hospice do an 
awful lot for everyone in the local 
area that needs it, and if we can 
support them in any way we can, it 
is greatly appreciated by the     
charity. They rely on this support 
so much!”

"We managed to raise £1,500 in 
January through Jog on January. 
Originally, as I agreed to do the 
event so late, I set a lower target 
of £500 for this one. I was blown 
away to reach that target in just 24 
hours and have since broken the 
£1,000 mark and hope to end on a 
number over £1,500. Any dona-
tions would be greatly appreciated 
for such a worthy cause.

"As I always say, Lindsey Lodge "As I always say, Lindsey Lodge 
Hospice has done a lot for my 
family in the past, and continues to 
do so currently on a weekly basis. 
We support them in any way we 
can, even if it's to go and dine in 
their restaurant, or buy raffle     
tickets for their various draws. 
Every pound makes a difference.

"When I signed into my JustGiving "When I signed into my JustGiving 
page to create the new event, it 
told me I'd raised over £20,000 for 
a trio of charities over the last few 
years, and I only want that figure 
to grow more and more as we 
make a difference."

To sign up, please visit              To sign up, please visit              
www.lindseylodgehospice. 
org.uk, email                              
llh.enquires@nhs.net, or ring the 
Lindsey Lodge Fundraising Team 
on 01724 270835.

You can also donate via the follow-You can also donate via the follow-
ing Just Giving page: 

https://www.justgiv-
ing.com/page/-
james-moody-skydive or by 
scanning the QR code below.

Is skydiving on your bucket 
list? Why not sign up and do it 
yourself, with Hibaldstow Skydive 
working in partnership with       
Lindsey Lodge to generate funds.









Scunthorpe United is saddened 
to learn of the passing of       
supporter of more than four   
decades, John Neil, at the age 
of 91. 

Having picked out Scunthorpe as Having picked out Scunthorpe as 
he liked our name in the football 
results in the newspaper, he       
followed the Iron until his peaceful 
passing last Monday.

Having no chance to visit the Having no chance to visit the 
ground meant he never had the 
chance to see the Iron live but he 
was a fan nonetheless. 

The picture (left) is from just three 
months ago as he donned his new 
Scunthorpe United polo.

Rest in peace, John.Rest in peace, John.

IN MEMORIAM
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Scunthorpe United is delighted 
to have completed the loan 
signing of Heart of Midlothian 
midfielder Connor Smith with a 
view to a permanent deal.

The 21-year-old arrived at        The 21-year-old arrived at        
Glanford Park, following his 
five-year association with the    
Scottish Premier League side 
where he made his senior debut in 
May 2018 against Kilmarnock.

Representing his native Scotland Representing his native Scotland 
at four youth levels, Smith is        
currently an Under-21 international 
with two caps to his name at that 
age category. Previously, he’s      
accrued eight caps, scoring twice, 
at Under-16 level, 10 caps at      
Under-17 level and two at              
Under-18 level.

During the half-decade stint at 
Tynecastle, he enjoyed loans to 
Cowdenbeath, Arbroath, Cove 
Rangers, Queen’s Park and       

Hamilton Academical.

At Cowdenbeath, he made 15     At Cowdenbeath, he made 15     
appearances, scoring twice in the 
Scottish League Two before seven 
appearances in all competitions for 
Scottish Championship side Ar-
broath in 2020-21. In the same 
season, he made 12 appearances 
for Scottish League One side Cove 
Rangers.

In 2021-22, he returned to Scottish 
League One and made his most 
impressionable return so far, scor-
ing five goals in 34 appearances 
for Queen’s Park.

Last season saw him loaned to 
Scottish Championship side Ham-
ilton Academical, where he made 
19 appearances in all competi-
tions, scoring six goals.





THE 1899 MEMBERSHIP IS EVOLVING 
TO tHE 100 CLUB

Scunthorpe United can now    
provide an update regarding the 
1899 Club devised back in      
February, as it rebrands to an 
exclusive 100 Club.

As the name implies, the 100 Club As the name implies, the 100 Club 
is strictly restricted in membership 
to 100 members as we scale down 
the membership scheme            
considerably. We are first aiming 
to reward current 1899 members 
for their patience, giving them first 
refusal on this exceptional offer, 
which includes (as a personal 
member) never having to buy a 
ticket for a home match again.

All existing members of the 1899 
Club, whether as a personal 
All existing members of the 1899 
Club, whether as a personal 
member, or as a business 
member, will have first priority on 
whether to transfer their           
membership across to the new 
100 Club, with a range of fantastic 
benefits worth thousands of 
pounds.

For business members, the new For business members, the new 
packages represents value of over 
£11,000 worth of advertising at the 
football club per year for three 
years, plus a whole host of other 
benefits besides.

Existing members of the club will Existing members of the club will 
have an option to transfer their 
membership to the new 100 Club, 
or receive a refund, with the             
remaining spaces going on sale on 
a first come, first served basis. We 
anticipate there will be fewer than 
40 places up for grabs to be part 
of this highly exclusive group.

Benefits for personal members 
are as follows:

> Never have to buy a home 
match ticket again!
 - FREE lifetime,             
non-transferrable season ticket
 - FREE lifetime,             
non-transferrable season ticket
 - FREE admission to all      
pre-season friendlies and cup 

matches
 - FREE upgrade to the Executive 
Club and Players Lounge
> 15% discount on all club shop    
purchases
> Direct access to the Board of          > Direct access to the Board of          
Directors through quarterly            
meetings
> A framed Share Certicate             > A framed Share Certicate             
conrming you are a shareholder in 
Scunthorpe United Football Club, 
with 50 shares worth £1,000                    
allocated to you from the football 
club, and otherwise unavailable to 
purchase

Benets for business members are Benets for business members are 
as follows:

> FREE ground advertisement for 
three seasons worth in excess of 
£1,000 per annum
> > FREE full page advertisement on 
our online digital matchday           
programme for the next three       
seasons, worth £5,000 per annum. 
Our viewing impressions so far this 
season have been in excess of 
250,000.
> > FREE full A4 advert in our new, full 
colour publication issued three times 
per season for a three year period, 
worth £9,000 (£1,000 per edition). 
Going forward, this will be produced 
during pre-season, Christmas and 
during the close season as an end of 
season review. This publication will season review. This publication will 

be sold through our club shop and 
local outlets.
> 20% discount on any further        
advertising or marketing spend with 
the football club.
> A framed Share Certicate           > A framed Share Certicate           
conrming you are a shareholder in 
Scunthorpe United Football Club, 
with 50 shares worth £1,000               
allocated to you from the football 
club, and otherwise unavailable to 
purchase

We believe that the 100 Club          We believe that the 100 Club          
represents an exciting opportunity 
for supporters to be part of an elite 
group, reaping benets for life. For 
businesses, this opportunity demon-
strates a commercial inventory 
worth ve gures over three           
seasons, for just a fraction of the 
cost.

Memberships remain at £1,899        Memberships remain at £1,899        
including VAT for personal members 
or £1,899 plus VAT for business 
members. The 100 Club membership 
is non-transferrable and remains 
with the allocated individual (for 
personal membership) for life.     
Identication will be required on 
each occasion that the individual 
wishes to take advantage of any of 
the benets. Terms and conditions 
apply.

commercial@scunthorpe-united.co.uk
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Scunthorpe United had finished 
the 1922-23 season in a               
respectable sixth position in the 
Midland League table, and           
Directors, supporters and          
players were all aiming to             
improve on this placing on the 
ladder. Although it was early 
days, the first two matches in 
the division had seen the Nuts 
play as though there was a cog 
missing from the gears. It was 
thought that with a new part, a 
drop of oil, and a fitter to adjust 
the machine, the team should 
be functioning in a fashion to be functioning in a fashion to 
seize its first win.

The campaign kicked off at           The campaign kicked off at           
Fulford, against a moderate York 
City, and a lukewarm performance 
was enough to put a point on the 
board, but left those Nut followers 
feeling empty. Then it was felt that 
the team threw away two points 
when Denaby visited, because the 
team tried to match the visitor’s 
robust tactics, instead of playing 
their own game. United lost the 
match 2-1, and experienced Joe 
Kitchen was involved in an           
altercation with an opponent.

When the Directors surveyed the 
situation, they decided to make 
When the Directors surveyed the 
situation, they decided to make 
changes for the greatly anticipated 
visit to the Northolme to play derby 
rivals, Gainsborough Trinity. 
Franklin was promoted from the 
reserves in place of Crooks at left 
half, and White came in at inside 
right, as Kitchen replaced         
Burkinshaw at the sharp point of 
the attack. Therefore the team that 
emerged from the dressing rooms 
was as follows: Reynolds,            
goalkeeper; Bradbury and 
Hargreaves, full-backs; Hill Forbes 
and Franklin, half-backs; Meredith, 
White, Kitchen, Raby and Foster, 
forwards. 

The game was whistled on its way, 
with the Scunthorpe team well    
represented from the terraces.

It took only five minutes for them 
to raise their voices in salute of a 
visiting goal. Meredith, from the 
right side of the park was the         
architect, steadying himself for 
control, and dropping a ball down 
the throat of the Trinity keeper. As 
the custodian attempted to clear, 
White rushed in to make a simple 
tap into the net, and score on his 
debut. The lead last until the 20th 
minute, and when the Nuts         
defence failed to clear the ball, 
Bennett seized upon it, and sent in 
a centre onto the head of Copley 
for a nicely worked goal.for a nicely worked goal.

In the second period, both sides In the second period, both sides 
had their moments, but it was 
Curtis for the home side who 
raced onto the ball, with ten           
minutes left, and drilled in a shot, 
beyond Reynolds, which never 
rose above the ground. At this 
point it looked bleak for the        
travelling Nuts, but to great credit, 
the team never gave up. 

Virtually up on time, it was Foster 
who took hold of the ball, and 
Virtually up on time, it was Foster 
who took hold of the ball, and 
found the back of the net from 
close range. The 2-2 result was 
justice to each camp, but this was

not the cut and thrust derby that 
excited supporters. 

On the following Tuesday,       On the following Tuesday,       
Scunthorpe United met Grimsby 
Town in a friendly match, in 
order to open the new stand, 
after the fire had blazed through 



the previous  
structure. The          
directors of        
Grimsby                
generously sent 
their full first team, 
and consented to 
allow all proceeds 
to be donated        
towards the ‘New 
Stand Fund’. A 3-2 
victory for              
Scunthorpe came 
by way of goals 
from Kitchen, 
Gregson and Gregson and 
Raby, with replies 
from Kitching, a 

attract a large number ladies to 
the games, but added that       
gentlemen much not use strong 
language.

Two days later, the Nuts were Two days later, the Nuts were 
back on Midland League duty, 
with the same side that                  
performed at Gainsborough. 

The Thursday fixture required a The Thursday fixture required a 
journey to Nottingham, to engage 
the Junior Magpies of Notts 
County. Reports of the tussle are 
scant, but a Joe Kitchen goal 
was little comfort in a 4-1 defeat. 
It seemed, as in nursery rhymes, 
the Magpie had pecked off the 
Nut’s nose. 

When would the first two points 
come from?

penalty, and Carmichael. The 
speech that followed to open the 
stand suggested it would provide 
comfort, which it was hoped would





A BRIEF HISTORY
It has now been over 130 years 
since the first recorded           
appearance of a named South 
Shields Football Club.

A team from the town began     A team from the town began     
playing friendly matches in 1888, 
and from those early times, the 
town club has been subject to 
much fortune and misfortune.

The club, in all of its incarnations, The club, in all of its incarnations, 
has had many twists and turns, 
and is now more than seven years 
into another exciting new era.

South Shields Athletic AFC was a South Shields Athletic AFC was a 
member of the Northern Alliance 
League, and enjoyed moderate 
success in its short career of five 
years before being disbanded in 
1902 due to financial problems.

This team was known as South This team was known as South 
Shields Adelaide Athletic, and after 
much success, it re-organised two 
years later as a limited company in 
1910, and now changed its official 
title to that of South Shields      
Football Club.

Numerous records were made and Numerous records were made and 
smashed, plus two consecutive 
North Eastern League              
championship titles won, in which 

 only four games were lost.

Shields were champions of the Shields were champions of the 
league for 1915-16, and in 1919, 
the years of effort behind the drive 
for the Football League came to 
fruition with its election to the 
Second Division, or the second 
league as it was then titled.

The club was relegated to the The club was relegated to the 
Third Division North before, facing 
impending bankruptcy, the only 
viable alternative from closure was 
to move, and this regrettable point 
was reached in 1930. Despite a 
final league table position of      
seventh, the club left the town and 
moved to Gateshead.

A new club was eventually           
established, and won the 1938-39 
North Eastern League              
championship.

In 1974, the club went to           In 1974, the club went to           
Gateshead for the second time in 
44 years, re-emerged as          
Gateshead United and took the 
place of South Shields in the 
Northern Premier League, and the 
rest is history. A new club, the 
South Shields Mariners FC, was 
born, and started with nothing.

The rise would commence again, 
and it would take time to get to 

this stage. As part of the club’s bid 
to become increasingly            
community-owned, a share 
scheme was launched in October 
2020 which went on to raise 
almost £380,000 as 1,000 people 
invested to become shareholders.

The playing squad also completed The playing squad also completed 
its transition to a full-time training 
model in the summer of 2021 
losing in the play-offs before being 
promoted as Champions last 
season.

FACTFILE
FOUNDED: 1888 (reformed 1974)
NICKNAME: The Mariners
GROUND: 1st Cloud Arena
CAPACITY: 4,000 (1,100 seated)
CHAIRMAN: Geoff Thompson

RECORDSRECORDS
FA CUP: 1st Round (2020-21, 2022-23)
FA TROPHY: 1st Round (2019-20, 2020-21, 
2022-23)
FA VASE: Winners (2016-17)
DURHAM CHALLENGE CUP: Winners 
(1976-77, 2016-17)

RECORD ATTENDANCE:RECORD ATTENDANCE: 4,000 v           
Sunderland - 2023-24 - Pre-season Friendly 
3,800 v Forest Green - FA Cup (2022-23)
LEAGUE WIN: 14–0 v Murton Colliery     
Welfare (1984-85)
HEAVIEST DEFEAT: 0-11 v Shildon 
(2012-13)
LAST SEASON: LAST SEASON: 1st in Northern Premier 
League Premier Division (promoted)



BRIGG TOWN CIC 2-2 IRON
The two sides shared the inaugural Julie Taylor
Trophy at the Hawthorns. Cameron Wilson and
Danny Elliott put the Iron 2-0 up before the hosts
hit back with two second-half goals in front of a 
record crown.

IRON FIRST HALF: IRON FIRST HALF: Fitzsimons, Scales, Boyce, 
Kouougun, Denton, Shrimpton, Roberts,
Clunan, Beestin, Wilson, Whitehall.

 

GOALKEEPERS
1. Myles Boney
Age: 25
Nationality: English

After coming through the Blackpool youth set-up, After coming through the Blackpool youth set-up, 
Boney is enjoying his second spell with the Mariners. 
After originally arriving on loan from Blackpool in 
2019-20, this deal was made permanent a year later 
and he fast became the first choice keeper.

DEFENDERS
2. John Lufudu
Age: 28Age: 28
Nationality: Congolese

The Congolese defender has played for numerous 
non-league clubs, most recently Spennymoor Town.

3. Blair Adams
Age: 31
Nationality: English

Adams has been named the South Shields skipper Adams has been named the South Shields skipper 
for this season. A large factor in this is bound to be 

11. Luke James
Age: 28
Nationality: English
Position: Striker

After being a highly-rated youngster at Hartlepool After being a highly-rated youngster at Hartlepool 
he made a big money switch to Peterborough 
United for upwards of £600k. 

James quickly became a goalscorer in both League James quickly became a goalscorer in both League 
One, League Two and the National League playing 
for a whole host of clubs. While at the Posh, he was 
loaned to Bradford, back to Hartlepool and Bristol 
Rovers. 

After leaving Peterborough, James returned to After leaving Peterborough, James returned to 
Hartlepool United on a permanent basis following a 
year at Forest Green, where he had the best spell 
of his career. He made 46 goal contributions in 186 
games. 

After spells at Barrow and York City, on July 1st, After spells at Barrow and York City, on July 1st, 
2023 James signed a contract with South Shields 
where he seems to be the man to lead the line for 
the Mariners.

MANAGER 
Julio Arca
 
An Argentine former professional footballer, who played as a left-back or      An Argentine former professional footballer, who played as a left-back or      
central midfielder, Arca spent the majority of his career in the North East of    
England, firstly for Sunderland from 2000 to 2006, and then for Middlesbrough 
from 2006 to 2013.

Playing for the side between 2015 and 2018, Arca was appointed manager in 
April, shortly following the side’s promotion to the division.

ONE TO WATCH...

Introducing...



the left-back’s vast EFL experience 
at all levels since coming out of the 
Sunderland academy.
 
27. Courtney Clarke
Age: 2
Nationality: English

A young promising centre-back A young promising centre-back 
that’s making his breakthrough into 
first team action this season.

4. Gary Liddle
Age: 37
Nationality: English

A vastly experienced central            A vastly experienced central            
defender that recently joined South 
Shields. He’s racked up over 500 
EFL appearances for clubs such as 
Hartlepool, Notts County, Hartlepool 
and Walsall across his extensive 
career.

5. Dillon Morse5. Dillon Morse
Age: 28
Nationality: English

Experienced centre-back across the Experienced centre-back across the 
pyramid that’s gradually made his 
way through the leagues before 
joining South Shields on loan from 
Gateshead in 2020-21.

33. Tom Broadbent
Age: 31
Nationality: EnglishNationality: English

Broadbent joined League One side Broadbent joined League One side 
Bristol Rovers from Hayes and 
Yeading in 2017-18. He has since 
gone on to make several EFL      
appearances in both League One 
and League Two before joining the 
Mariners last season from National 
League side Eastleigh.

MIDFIELDERS
6. Martin Smith
Age: 27
Nationality: English

Another graduate of the Sunderland Another graduate of the Sunderland 
Academy, Smith has plied his trade 
in both Scotland and Northern       
Ireland, before returning to play for 
numerous clubs in both the EFL and 
Step 5 and 6 before joining South 

Shields and playing a role in their 
promotion form the Northern        
Premier League last season.

10. Michael Woods
Age: 33
Nationality: English

Woods was a highly rated prospect Woods was a highly rated prospect 
in the Chelsea Academy in his 
younger years. Since then, he has 
gained the reputation of a           
journeyman across the leagues     
representing several clubs across 
the pyramid.

24. Lirak Hasani24. Lirak Hasani
Age: 21
Nationality: English

A versatile central midfielder that A versatile central midfielder that 
can play all down the right hand 
side, he’s played for numerous 
clubs including Gateshead who he 
is currently on loan at South Shields 
from for the 2023-24 season.

8. Rob Briggs
Age: 31Age: 31
Nationality: English

After coming through the ranks at 
neighbours Gateshead, Briggs has 
become the Mariners longest      
serving player to date, after joining

 the club in 2015-16. He’s 
played a crucial part in the clubs 
recent rise through the leagues.

FORWARDS
9. Paul Blackett
Age: 25
Nationality: English

An all-round striker that has An all-round striker that has 
plenty of experience of scoring 
goals at both this level and in 
the National League for clubs 
such as Gateshead and       
Spennymoor where he has been 
no stranger in front of goal,   
scoring 25 times in 78 games.

23. Aaron Martin
Age: 32
Nationality: English

After joining Shields from      After joining Shields from      
Gateshead this summer, Martin 
will be looking to bring his 
proven track record of goals in 
this division to his new club.

During his time with Guisley, he During his time with Guisley, he 
scored 16 goals in 16 Vanarama 
National League North games, 
before joining League Two side 
Harrogate Town.

MD1 - South Shields 3-1 Alfreton Town
MD2 - Boston United 3-1 South Shields
MD3 - Farsley Celtic 1-1 South Shields
MD4 - South Shields 1-0 Scarborough Athletic
MD5 - South Shields 3-0 Gloucester City
MD6 - Darlington 2-2 South Shields
MD7 - South Shields 4-0 Banbury UnitedMD7 - South Shields 4-0 Banbury United

Having had the same start as the Iron in terms of points, South 
Shields have adapted well to the division following promotion in the 
previous campaign.

Three of the Mariners’ opponents have been the same as              Three of the Mariners’ opponents have been the same as              
Scunthorpes. They faired better against Alfreton Town, taking the win 
on the opening day, while they edged a victory over Scarborough    
Athletic. Meanwhile, it was a draw against Darlington for the side.

Elsewhere, they’ve most recently battered Banbury United to take all 
three points, while drawing away at Farsley Celtic. They lost their 
opening away game of the season at Boston United.

The encounter this evening is South Shields’ fourth away game of the The encounter this evening is South Shields’ fourth away game of the 
campaign as they look for their first three points on the road, with the 
team holding a 100% home record so far.

SOUTH SHIELDS’ START TO THE SEASON...





Good evening fellow Iron fans and a warm       
welcome to South Shields and any travelling   
Mariners fans making the journey. 

Shields need no introduction to Iron fans having       
inflicted defeat on us in last season's FA Cup Fourth 
Qualifying Round at the 1st Cloud Arena. 

Although nearly a year ago, the 1-0 defeat lingers in Although nearly a year ago, the 1-0 defeat lingers in 
the memory. Shields went on to have a great league 
campaign winning the Northern Premier League  
Premier Division as champions, though rather             
surprisingly manager Kevin Phillips left by mutual 
consent at the season's end.

The Iron Trust is very much a member led                    The Iron Trust is very much a member led                    
organisation and very early on our membership 
made its priority the purchasing of shares in               
Scunthorpe United and as such we have £4000 
worth of shares. When the purchasing of shares 
ceased to be an option the Trust stopped it's 
fund-raising activities, leaving our main income 
stream as Hat Trick draw.

The Iron Trust currently has total funds of £5000 
awaiting the day when shares become available to 
buy once again unless our members instruct us            
otherwise. 

As we do not formally sponsor players kits, fellow As we do not formally sponsor players kits, fellow 
board members, members, non-members and family 
members of the late Alan Brook teamed up to               
sponsor the away shirt of Dion Sembie-Ferris in the 
memory of Alan who was a founding board member 
of the Trust. A big thank you to all those contributing: 
it really means a lot to Alan's family. The shirt will be 
raffled at the end of the season between those 
having contributed.

The recent court case held at Leeds Crown court     The recent court case held at Leeds Crown court     
between our former and current chairman resulted in 
the issue being put back until the New Year so fans 
can relax a little in the knowledge that our beloved 
Iron will remain at Glanford Park for the immediate 
future. 

A score draw in footballing terms whilst the parties  A score draw in footballing terms whilst the parties  
involved have been given the opportunity to                    
negotiate an agreeable settlement.

Sadly the Iron Trust board has not met recently due 
to the Brumby Hall venue being refurbished over the 
summer months. Once construction has concluded 
we will be looking to get a date in the diary.

Up the mighty Iron!Up the mighty Iron!

CONTACT DETAILS
Email: theirontrust@gmail.com
Twitter: @irontrust
Website: www.facebook.com/theirontrust
Post: Iron Trust, 35 Brumby Wood Lane,            
Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN17 1AA

The Irish Iron supporter’s club has a number of 
items available for sale with clearance prices.

The memorabilia is from memberships of seasons 
gone by, with shot glasses, scarves, badges,       
magnets and more available to acquire at discounted 
prices.

As always, every penny raised by Irish Iron as      As always, every penny raised by Irish Iron as      
proceeds is returned to the football club as            
sponsorship, including player kit sponsorship, with 
the kit then raffled off to one of the members in the 
given season.

Scunthorpe-based supporter Phil Moody is selling a Scunthorpe-based supporter Phil Moody is selling a 
range of the memorabilia on behalf of Bernard      
Griffin. You can see the full offering by contacting 
him on Facebook or via Twitter (@MoodyPhilip). The 
club have also shared a selection of his posts to the 
wider community, with only a limited number          
remaining.

Membership for the 2023-24 season is also     Membership for the 2023-24 season is also     
available at £10 per person, plus postage and 
packing, if required. Members will receive an 
enamel badge, phone popper, membership card, 
plus entry into the raffles.

Email irishiron@gmail.com































TICKET NEWS
PAY ON THE DAY: Supporters can pay 
on the day by purchasing online, by 
visiting the ticket office with payment 
by card or by contactless (in the       
Vertikal Stand) or matchday ticket 
booth (in the corner between the      
Britcon and Mortz Stands).

Please note, full matchday prices apply Please note, full matchday prices apply 
and there is no payment on the       
turnstiles.

Fans are able to pay cash at the corner 
ticket booth between the Britcon and 
Mortz Stands, which opens 90 minutes 
before kick-off.

EARLY BIRD TICKETS FROMEARLY BIRD TICKETS FROM
£16 ADULT (£20 MATCHDAY)

£12 65+ / U21 / STUDENT / KEY 
WORKER (£15 MATCHDAY)

£8 U18 (£10 MATCHDAY)

FREE FOR U12S* (ADVANCE TICKET FREE FOR U12S* (ADVANCE TICKET 
REQUIRED, MAX TWO PER PAYING 
ADULT OR CONCESSION.

BUXTON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH, 2023 - 3PM KICK-OFF

The Iron are quickly back at Glanford Park this weekend,               
welcomign Buxton as the side’s latest opponent in the Vanarama 
National League North.

This will be the rst meeting between the two sides, as will be common This will be the rst meeting between the two sides, as will be common 
ground to many of United’s visitors to North Lincolnshire this season.

Buxton endured a stuttering start to the campaign, rst holding Boston 
United to a 1-1 draw at home on the opening day of the season in front 
of 1,072 supporters.

What followed was back-to-back defeats on the road, with a 2-1 defeat What followed was back-to-back defeats on the road, with a 2-1 defeat 
at Brackley Town followed up by a slender 1-0 loss at Warrington Town 
three days later.

Curzon Ashton were the next side to visit the Bucks. Unbeaten at the 
time, Buxton did well to hold the side to a 1-1 draw in front of 501 in at-
tendance.

What’s followed since has been largely positive. The Bucks beat Blyth 
Spartans 3-0 on Saturday, August 26th before backing that win up with 
an identical scoreline two days later when they make treks to Banbury 
United.

Last weekend, the pulled apart Darlington, scoring ve goals against 
the ten-man side with Sam Osborne netting a hat-trick.

This evening the side are at Gloucester City.

BUXTON






